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Dear Student

| understand that this can be an anxious time for you as you make the first choices about your future
study at NHGS. Whatever your experience so far at NHGS, embarking on a GCSE course of study
Is markedly different. More will be expected of you as you transition from a “novice” learner to an
‘expert” in a specialised field. You will have to study independently, question and analyse, learn to
listen and engage and challenge yourself.

When choosing the subjects you wish to pursue further, keep this in mind. It is meant to be
challenging so don’t be tempted to choose what you might wrongly perceive to be an easier option.
You do your future self a disservice by avoiding the difficult. The adult and student you will become
will be created by the challenges you accept now and how you grapple with them. Aim to build the
best version of you. Be ambitious for yourself and set a path you can be proud of.

Don’t try to overthink your choices. You cannot predict all the possible future choices or
opportunities you may have.

Don’t try to choose a career. You may have a career in mind and some subjects will be helpful for
that, but you are choosing what you wish to study for Year 10 and 11 and what might enable you to
take that A Level post 16.

Don’t do what your friends are doing just because they are your friends. This is your opportunity to
truly be yourself.

Don’t choose because you like the teacher. Your teacher may change before you finish the course.

Do choose a subject that you enjoy. You have to study it for two years and put a lot of effort into it,
so you should enjoy it.

Do listen to your teachers and family and remember why you attended a grammar school. You are
able. This is your opportunity to demonstrate it.

Do take this seriously, but don’t worry about the choices you eventually make. Any that might affect
your opportunities long term are already compulsory. Far more important than the specific choices
you make is the process you undergo in making those choices. The questions that you ask of
yourself, your understanding of your passions and interests and your confidence in explaining these
to the adults around you.

Kind regards

D Deehan FRSA
Headteacher
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Dear Parents/Carers

Please read the advice and guidance | have given to students so you understand our approach to
this process and can work with us. You have, up to now, led and guided your child’s education and
made excellent choices for them. Not least sending them to NHGS. This is a critical time in their
grammar school education and despite wishing to exercise some independent choice, they need
guidance more than ever.

You sent them to NHGS because you value the academic education it provides. This is the point at
which they demonstrate that by choosing subjects which reflect their ambitions and abilities.

In the interests of increasing student choice while maintaining an academic curriculum, we have
taken the decision to remove the compulsory nature of Modern Foreign Languages and Religious
Studies.

We recommend that every student take a Modern Foreign Language as part of their GCSE course
to enhance their cultural understanding, to enable them to demonstrate a broad skillset, and to
increase their options in a global career market. However, we recognise that there are some
students for whom language acquisition is particularly challenging and we would like to ensure that
all students are able to achieve highly and set courses of their own choosing.

Although Religious Studies is no longer compulsory, also in the interest of student choice, we would
encourage students to consider it as a valuable GCSE that helps to develop cultural understanding
along with critical and analytical thinking and communication skills.

Creative and practical subjects are an important element and are equally challenging. Like all the
GCSE subjects, they require a level of commitment and a work ethic that might be a significant step
change for some.

We expect the vast majority of our students to continue to A Level study at NHGS Sixth Form and
we have set a high bar for entry which reflects the ability of our students and distinguishes our Sixth
Form from others. GCSE study is the essential testing ground and preparation for such future
success.

Kind regards

D Deehan FRSA
Headteacher
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Essential Information

We expect nearly all of our students to study 9 GCSEs.

These 9 subjects are made up of our standard ‘Core’ offer, which comprises of five GCSEs:

Combined Science * (worth two GCSESs)

English Language
English Literature

Mathematics

And four options subjects chosen from the following:
Art and Design Page 12
Computer Science Page 13
Design and Technology Page 14
Food Preparation and Nutrition Page 15
Geography Page 16
History Page 17
Modern Foreign Language Pages 18-19
Music Page 20
Physical Education (PE) Page 21
Religious Studies Page 22

Separate Sciences* Pages 23-25

Information about each of these courses is provided later in this booklet.

In addition to their GCSEs, all students also follow non-examined courses in PE and Character and
Culture;

Students must select one subject from Geography, History, Modern Foreign Language,
Separate Sciences or Computer Science. They will then have three other options from the
subjects listed above;

Students currently studying one Modern Foreign Language in Year 9 can choose to continue with
this at GCSE and those currently studying two have the option to take both as part of their choices

at GCSE;

We recommend that students only select one of Design and Technology, Food Preparation and
Nutrition or Art and Design due to the demands of the coursework elements in these subjects;

In most cases, we require at least 16 students to opt for a course in order to guarantee for it to run;

In some subjects, staffing and facilities will dictate that we have to limit the number of groups/places.
Where too many students opt for a course, places will be allocated in preference order.
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* Combined/Separate Sciences. For an explanation please see overleaf and the subject information pages.




The EBacc is a ‘composite qualification’ achieved by students who get pass grades (4 and above) in
English, Mathematics, two Sciences (one of which can be Computer Science), an MFL and either
History or Geography. We strongly recommend that all students should aim to achieve the EBacc,
although we have not made all elements of it part of our core curriculum. For some universities and
employers, it has currency as a marker of good all round academic ability.

The EBacc helps in applying to the most competitive universities and courses by making students
stand out as having an academic background.

Combined Science is worth two GCSEs and is a mixture of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, with a
combined grade for the course (ie 88 for Combined Science). Separate Sciences of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics are worth three GCSEs in total with separate grades for each subject (ie 7
for Biology, 8 for Chemistry, 7 for Physics). Separate Sciences involves studying more content for
each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Students considering taking sciences at A Level or pursuing careers in medicine, dentistry,
veterinary science, engineering, etc. are strongly advised to take Separate Sciences. Students
taking A Level Sciences after doing Combined Science at GCSE will find themselves at a
disadvantage, but A Level Sciences are still available to any student. We anticipate around 70% of
NHGS students will take Separate Sciences. Students opting for Separate Sciences will choose
three other option subjects, while students of Combined Science will choose four other options.
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Why choose a Modern Foreggn Language?

We are a grammar school and expect our students to take on academic challenges. Language
skills are in demand across a very wide range of sectors and jobs and can be used in almost
any career.

Within and beyond lessons, our curriculum supports the school’'s development of international
links; connecting our students with native speakers through letter exchanges, video
presentations and video conference live conversations. We also encourage participation in
competitions and projects that celebrate linguistic diversity, enhancing literacy and
encouraging students to become global citizens.

Why do you recommend that students do no more than one of Art and
Design, Design and Technology, Food Preparation and Nutrition?

The non-examined assessment will swamp you! Please consider the coursework load
carefully. If you need to discuss this further, talk to us.

Can you make a reasonable adjustment to meet my (child'’s) SEND?

Quite possibly.
Please contact Miss Bryan, our SENDCo, in the first instance.

Assistant Headteacher h.ablewhite@nhgs.co.uk
Mrs Ablewhite

SENDCo e.bryan@nhgs.co.uk
Miss Bryan

Data & Development Manager s.greenwood@nhgs.co.uk

(Options Co-ordination)
Mrs Greenwood




December 2024 Options afternoon for students

22" January 2025 Options assembly for students

4™ February 2025 Options booklet and guidance emailed to parents and students
6" February 2025 Year 9 Parents’ Evening

7" February 2025 Options choices Google form to be shared with parents

28" February 2025 Deadline for completing options form

wic 17" March 2025 Ellji?;g’fslons with parents and students in case of over subscription of

w/c 24™ March 2025 Final choices to be confirmed to parents and students

When selecting options choices, please remember the following points:
Students must select at least one of the following subjects (and may select more than one):

Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
Computer Science

Geography

History

Modern Foreign Language

Students will then select three other choices plus one reserve choice.
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